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Relationships Between The Physical
Structure And The Score Form Of Qin

Hong-Wen Huang *

Abstract

A reform of “less-word score” of Qin has been a long-term debate. During
Ming and Qing Dynasty, tempting to solve the problems of the inadeguacy of clear
melody, some Qin players already accompanied “less-word score” with “seeds
dots” or “Iryic” to mark the beats and tunes. In modern years, following the first
advocate Wang-Guang-Qi, scholars mainly of more simplified finger skills. This
has totally changed score form of Qin. Among these proposals, few of them are
discussed in view of the physical structure of Qin. That is : the irregular and
complicated “One sound, many scales”. Musicologically speaking, marking dots

(called Qin-Hue ) on Qin body are results of “pure tones” of overtone, while
pressing-tone are results of “three-point profit and loss law”. A compromise
about positional signs is given by the latter to the former, which makes the
structural phenomenon of Qin.Comparing with chinese flute, chinese lute and other
instruments , this unigue is more obvious. Special physical structures reguire
special learing methods. “Sounds first, scales second” fits general instruments. On
the contrary, “scales first, sounds second” fits Qin. Conseguently , “less-word
score” , not “staff”, is the product. It brings Qin players less confusion and fewer
difficulties. Newly-reformed scores cannot directly provide positions of pressing-
tone and overtone. Learners thus achieve little success despite much effort,
needless to say to the public. In addition to the responsibilities for
communicating and solidifying music, scores should provide some basic

* PhD candidate, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University. Part-time
Lecturer, General Education Center, National Taichung University of Science and
Technology.
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easy-learning function. In order to mend the problems of insufficient
melodic signs marked on “less-word score”, positional information, staff
and simple score can be put together with “less-word score”. Under any
circumstances, “less-word score” will always be the subject of Qin scores.
This kind of combination may possibly satisfy the expectation interpreted as
above.

Keywords: Qin, “less-word score”, staff, “one sound, many scales”, positional

information.
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